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Cultural Knowledge Page

Since Share and Share Alike is set up in England, Russian viewers may experience quite a lot of problems concerning the numerous references to the personalities and realia of the English-speaking world. The information below is to provide help to non-native speakers of Enlgish. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CELEBRITIES: 

Read the following lines from the play and then try to match the names and the descriptions below:

· Barbra Streisand, you had better just watch out, ‘Cause I know what theatre’s all about. 

· I know Maggie Thatcher could make a speech or two.

· Unlike Ralph Reader, I’m not a leader. 

· A lot of the girls think that Queen Victoria is still on the throne. 

· They say she taught Disraeli, which was quite some time ago.

· A bandleader????! Oh, it’s not Justin Timberlake, is it?

· Yes, it’s me. And who did you expect it to be? Britney Spears?

· Patrick Sergeant thinks their shares are gonna fall. 
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Benjamin Disraeli 
	
	1. Born May 25, 1903 in Crewkerne, Somerset, United Kingdom, died May 13, 1982 at Bourne End, Buckinghamshire. A director, choreographer, producer, known for his numerous Scout shows and amasing capacity for work. 

	
Queen Victoria 
	
	2. An Academy Award-winning American singer, theatre and film actress, now ranks as the top-selling female artist in U.S. history with 71 million albums sold, according to the Recording Industry Association of America.
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Ralph Reader
	
	3. Sometimes known as JT. An American pop idol, the former frontman of the N’Sync boys band. Born 31 January, 1981 
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Margaret Thatcher


	
	4. A Grammy Award-winning American pop singer, dancer, actress, author and songwriter, best known for her studio albums, music videos, and songs such as "...Baby One More Time", "Oops!...I Did It Again", "I'm a Slave 4 U" and "Toxic". 
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Patrick Sergeant


	
	5. Born 17 April, 1924. Daily Mail City Editor, Founder of Euromoney, a well-known European financial analyst 
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Justin Timberlake


	
	6. (1804-1881) England's first and only Jewish prime minister, best remembered for bringing India and the Suez Canal under control of the crown

	[image: image5.jpg]


 Barbra Streisand

	
	7. The former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, in office from 1979 to 1990. She was leader of the Conservative Party from 1975 until 1990. She is the only woman to have been Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.
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Britney Spears


	
	8. She became Queen of England in 1837 when her uncle died, she was queen until her death in 1901. She was queen for about 64 years. 




Check your answers in the Key Section. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLACES, CONCEPTS, ACRONYMS 

On the list below try to find the following: 

· The acronym that has a word ‘criminal’ in it

· a town in Britain

· famous university and city (1 word)

· a financial organization where you could buy stock and shares

· a popular TV programme of the 60s, made by British comedians

· the acronym with the word ‘education’ in it

· a British county

· the name that stands for ‘Advanced level’

· a day when lots of Americans committed suicide because they had lost all their money

Whitby                              Somerset              Cambridge 

The Stock Exchange             CID                           M o n t y   P y t h o n

Black Monday         A-level          GCE 

To learn more about these names, please have a look at the Key Section. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EXPRESSIONS

These set phrases, colloquial expressions, quotes, proverbs and sayings are used in the show. Try to figure out what they mean. 

1. All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.

2. Jack of all trades

3. Donkey’s years

4. Something will turn up.

5. On the top of my list

6. Excuse the pun

7. Let me be the judge of it

8. Then came the day

9. Do one’s best to (help)

10. The nerve of the man

11. For heaven’s sake

12. Let the Force be with you!

13. In a nutshell

14. By George 

15. Take a raincheck

See the Key Section to check your answers. 

K E Y   S E C T I O N

CELEBRITIES

Benjamin Disraeli – 6

Queen Victoria – 8

Ralph Reader – 1

Margaret Thatcher – 7

Patrick Sergeant – 5

Justin Timberlake – 3

Barbra Streisand – 2

Britney Spears – 4

PLACES, CONCEPTS, ACRONYMS 

Whitby: a town in North Yorkshire (UK)
Cambridge: 2nd oldest university in Britain, also a city where Cambridge University is located

Somerset : a county in the South-West of England

The Stock Exchange : the London Stock Exchange is one of the biggest financial markets of the world, founded in 1801

Black Monday generally means ‘a very bad day’. In the USA it is usually associated with the Wall Street Crash of 1929
CID: Criminal Investigations Department, a branch of the British Police

A-level, or Advanced Level is a General Certificate of Education qualification in the United Kingdom, usually taken by students in the final two years of secondary education (commonly called the Sixth Form).

GCE – General Certificate of Education

Monty Python: is the collective name of the creators of Monty Python’s Flying Circus, a British television comedy sketch show that first aired on the BBC on 5 October 1969.

EXPRESSIONS

All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. = A little bit of fun wouldn’t do you any harm.

Jack of all trades = a person who can do many different types of work
Donkey’s years = for ages

Something will turn up. = Something good will come.

It’s on the top of my list. = it’s very important to me. 

Excuse the pun = Excuse this funny expression

Let me be the judge of it = I know better, so I’ll decide what to do about it.

Then came the day = The most important day came

Do one’s best to (help) = do everything possible (to help)

The nerve of the man = a very annoying person

For heaven’s sake: an infornal expression used to show that you are surprised or annoyed

Let the Force be with you! : a quote from the movie saga ‘The Star Wars’. In the film it was used by Jedi knights and in general meant wishing somebody luck while parting.

In a nutshell = briefly, in short

By George = My god! Goodness gracious!

Take a raincheck:  take some time (to think)

